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Programs such as Head Start attempt to provide youths with more positive or favorable 
definitions of conventional behavior. Various school districts are incorporating conflict 
resolution programs into their curricula.123 Tremblay and Craig maintained that the 
developmental prevention approach is primarily founded on the premise that criminal 
activity is influenced by behavioral and attitudinal patterns that are learned during an 
individual’s development. In their review of various preventive interventions, however, 
they stated,

It does appear that money invested in early (e.g., preschool) prevention efforts 
with at-risk families will give greater pay-offs than money invested in later (e.g., 
adolescence) prevention efforts with the same at-risk families. This general rule 
is not easy to apply, because juvenile delinquents attract much more public atten-
tion than high risk infants or toddlers.124

In reference to social control theories, policies focus on enhancing more crime and delin-
quency control measures. These types of efforts are often popular from the public per-
spective. In a similar vein, programs have been developed that attempt to engage youths 
in more conventional-type activities. Thus, programs such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H 
clubs, and Little League baseball are examples of such programming.125

theories (such as Hirschi’s theory of social bonding) and 
socialization theories (e.g., differential association theory, 
differential reinforcement theory), it appears that Jesse 
Pomeroy never had much of a chance to form strong 
social bonds with conventional society, nor was he ade-
quately socialized. To clarify, his father was abusive. He 
was considered a loner at school. He began early in life 
to demonstrate cruel behavior to animals. Thus, do you 
think Jesse Pomeroy engaged in such behaviors out of 

selfishness and personal satisfaction, and without any 
empathy for his victims, because that was what his expe-
rience in the world taught him to do?

If you maintain that Jesse had low self-control so he 
engaged in these behaviors, then why did he have such 
low self-control?

What types of things could have been done to improve 
Jesse’s low self-control?
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